
T H E  DE B T S  R E COVE R Y T R I B U NAL  ( P R OCE DU R E )  R U L E S , 1 9 9 3  
 

As  amended by Debts  Recovery T r ibunal  
(Amendment) Rules , 2003  

  
I n exercise of the powers  confer red by sub-sections  (1) and (2) of 

S ection 36 of the Recovery of Debts  Due to Banks  and Financial ins titutions  
Act, 1993 (51 of 1993), the Central Government hereby makes  the following 
rules , namely:  
 
1 . S hor t  t i t le and commencement .(1) T hese Rules  may be called the 
Debts  Recovery T r ibunal (Procedure) Rules , 1993. 
 
 (2) T hey shall come into force on the date of their  publication in the 
Official Gazette. 
 
2 . Def in i t ions .I n these Rules , unles s  the context otherwise requires , 
 

(a) “agent” means  a per son duly author ized by a par ty to present 
application or  to give reply on its  behalf before the T r ibunal;  

 
(b) “applicant” means  a per son making an application under  S ection 

19 or  under  S ection 31-A and also includes  an “applicant” who 
files  an appeal under  S ection 30(1) of the Act;  

 
(c) “application” means  an application filed under  S ection 19 or  

under  S ection 31-A and includes  an “appeal” filed under  S ection 
30(1) of the Act;  

 
(d) “legal practitioner” shall have the same meaning as  it is  as s igned 

to it in the Advocates  Act, 1961 (25 of 1961);  
 
(e) “Act” means  the Recovery of Debts  Due to Banks  and Financial 

I ns titutions  [Act, 1993 (51 of 1993) (hereinafter  refer red to as  
the Act)];  

 
(f) “Pres iding Officer” means  the Pres iding Officer  of a T r ibunal;  
 
(g) “Regis trar” means  the Regis trar  of the T r ibunal and includes  the 

As s is tant Regis trar  to whom the powers  and duties  of the 
Regis trar  may be delegated;  

 
(h) “Regis try” means  the Regis try of the T r ibunal. 



 
 
3 . L anguage of  t he T r ibunal.(1) T he proceedings  of the T r ibunal shall 
be conducted in English or  Hindi. 
 

(2) No reference, application, representation, documents  or  other  
matter  contained in any language other  than English or  Hindi shall be 
accepted by the T r ibunal unles s  the same is  accompanied by the true 
trans lation thereof in English or  Hindi. 
 
4 . P r ocedur e for  f i l ing applicat ions .(1) T he application under  
S ection 19 or  S ection 31-A, or  under  S ection 30(1) of the Act may be 
presented as  near ly as  pos s ible in Form- I , Form- I I  and Form- I I I  
respectively, annexed to these Rules  by the applicant in per son or  by his  
agent or  by a duly author ized legal practitioner  to the Regis trar  of the Bench 
within whose jur isdiction his  case falls  or  shall be sent by regis tered pos t 
addres sed to the Regis trar . 

 
(2) An application sent by pos t under  sub- rule (1) shall be deemed 

to have been presented to the Regis trar  the day on which it was  received in 
the office of the Regis trar . 
 
 (3) T he application under  sub- rule (1) shall be presented in two sets  
in a paper  book along with an empty file s ize envelope bear ing full addres s  
of the defendants  and where the number  of defendants  is  more than one, 
then sufficient number  of extra paper -books  together  with empty file s ize 
envelopes  bear ing full addres s  of each of the respondents  shall be furnished 
by the applicant. 
 
5 . P r es ent at ion and s cr ut iny of  applicat ions .(1)  T he Regis trar , or , 
as  the case may be, the officer  author ised by him, shall endor se on every 
application the date on which it is  presented or  deemed to have been 
presented under  rule 4 and shall s ign endor sement. 
 
 (2) I f on scrutiny, the application is  found to be in order , it shall be 
duly regis tered and given a ser ial number . 
 
 (3) I f the application, on scrutiny, is  found to be defective and the 
defect noticed is  formal in nature, the Regis trar  may allow the par ty to 
rectify the same in his  presence and if the said defect is  not formal in 
nature, the Regis trar , may allow the applicant such time to rectify the defect 
as  he may deem fit. 
 



 (4) I f the concerned applicant fails  to rectify the defect within the 
time allowed in sub- rule (3), the Regis trar  may by order  and for  reasons  to 
be recorded in wr iting decline to regis ter  the application. 
 
 (5) An appeal agains t the order  of the Regis trar  under  sub- rule (4) 
shall be made within 15 days  of the making of such order  to the Pres iding 
Officer  concerned in chamber  whose decis ion thereon shall be final. 
 
5 -A. R eview .(1) Any par ty cons ider ing itself aggr ieved by an order  made 
by the T r ibunal on account of some mis take or  er ror  apparent on the face of 
the record, des ires  to obtain a review of the order  made agains t him, may 
apply for  a review of the order  to the T r ibunal which had made the order . 
 
 (2) No application for  review shall be made after  the expiry of a 
per iod of s ix ty days  from the date of the order  and no such application shall 
be enter tained unles s  it is  accompanied by an affidavit ver ifying the 
application. 
 
 (3) Where it appears  to the T r ibunal that there is  no sufficient 
ground for  a review, it shall reject the application but, where the T r ibunal is  
of opinion that the application for  review should be granted, shall grant the 
same;  
 
 Provided that no such application shall be granted without previous  
notice to the oppos ite par ty to enable him to appear  and to be heard in 
suppor t of the order , a review of which is  applied for . 
 
6 . P lace of  f i l ing applicat ion.T he application shall be filed by the 
applicant with the Regis trar  within whose jur isdiction, 
 

(a) the applicant is  functioning as  a bank or  financial ins titution, as  
the case may be, for  the time being;  or  

 
(b) the defendant, or  each of the defendants  where there are more 

than one, at the time of making application, actually or  
voluntar ily res ides , or  car r ies  on bus ines s , or  per sonally works  
for  gain;  or  

 
(c) any of the defendants  where there are more than one, at the 

time of making the application, actually and voluntar ily res ides , 
or  car r ies  on bus ines s , or  per sonally works  for  gain;  or  

 
(d) the cause of action, wholly or  in par t, ar ises . 

 



7 . Applicat ion fee.(1) Every application under  S ection 19(1) or  
S ection 19(2), or  S ection 19(8), or  S ection 30(1) of the Act, or  inter locutory 
application or  application for  review of decis ion of T r ibunal shall be 
accompanied by a fee provided in the sub- rule (2) and such fee may be 
remitted through a cros sed Bank Demand Draft drawn on a bank or  I ndian 
Pos tal Order  in favour  of the Regis trar  of the T r ibunal and payable at the 
place where the T r ibunal is  s ituated. 
 
 (2) T he amount of fee payable shall be as  follows :  
 

T AB L E  
  
S l .No. Nat ur e of  applicat ion Amount  of  f ee payable 
1. Application for  recovery 

of debts  due under  
S ection 19(1) or  S ection 
19(2) of the Act 

 

 (a) Where amount of 
debt due is  Rs .10 
Lakhs  

Rs .12,000/-  

 (b) Where the amount 
of debt due is  above 
Rs .10 Lakhs  

Rs .12,000/-  plus  Rs .1,000/-  for  every 
one lakh rupees  of debt due or  par t 
thereof in excess  of Rs .10 Lakhs , 
subject to a maximum of Rs .1,50,000/- . 

2. Application to counter  
claim under  S ection 19(8) 
of the Act 

 

 (a) Where the amount of 
claim made is  upto 
Rs .10 Lakhs  

Rs .12,000/-  

 (b) Where the amount of 
claim made is  above 
Rs .10 Lakhs  

Rs .12,000/-  plus  Rs .1,000/-  for  every 
one lakh rupees  or  par t thereof in 
excess  of Rs .10 Lakhs , subject to a 
maximum of Rs .1,50,000/- . 

3. Application for  Review 
including review 
application in respect of 
the counter  claim 

 

 (a) agains t an inter im 
order  

Rs .125/-  



 (b) agains t a final order  
excluding review for  
cor rection of cler ical 
or  ar ithmetical 
mis takes  

50%  of fee payable at rates  as  
applicable on the applications  under  
S ection 19(1) or  19(8) of the Act, 
subject to a maximum of Rs .15,000/-  

4. Application for  
inter locutory order  

Rs .250/-  

5. Appeals  agains t order s  of 
the Recovery Officer : -  
 
I f the amount appealed 
agains t is :  

 

 (a) Les s  than Rs .10 
Lakhs  

Rs .12,000/-  

 (b) Rs .10 Lakhs  or  more 
but les s  than Rs .30 
Lakhs  

Rs .20,000/-  

 (c) Rs .30 Lakhs  or  more Rs .30,000/-  

6. Vakalatnama Rs .5/-  

 
8 . Cont ent s  of  applicat ion.(1)  Every application filed under  Rule 4 
shall set for th concisely under  dis tinct heads , the grounds  for  such 
application and such grounds  shall be numbered consecutively and shall be 
typed in double space on one s ide of the paper . 
 
 (2) I t shall not be necessary to present separate applications  to seek 
inter im order s  of direction if in the or iginal application the same is  prayed 
for . 
 
9 . Document s  t o accompany t he applicat ion under  S ect ion 1 9  or  
S ect ion 3 1 -A of  t he Act .(1)  An application under  S ection 19 or  S ection 
31-A shall be accompanied by a paper  book containing, 
 

( i)  a s tatement showing details  of the debt due from a 
defendant and circumstances  under  which such debt has  
become due;  and shall also disclose details  of the case and 
decis ion in that case which is  sought to be reviewed;  

 
(ii)  all documents  relied upon by the applicant and those 

mentioned in the application;  



 
( i i i)  details  of the cros sed demand draft or  cros sed I ndian 

Pos tal Order  representing the application fee;  
 

(iv) index of documents . 
 

(2) T he documents  refer red to in sub- rule (1) shall be neatly typed 
in double space on one s ide of the paper , duly attes ted by a senior  officer  of 
the bank, or  financial ins titution, as  the case may be, and numbered 
accordingly. 
 
 (3) Where the par ties  to the suit or  proceedings  are being 
represented by an agent, documents  author is ing him to act as  such agent 
shall also be appended to the application:  
 
 Provided that where an application is  fi led by legal practitioner , it shall 
be accompanied by a duly executed Vakalatnama. 
 
1 0 . [ Omit t ed]  
  
1 1 . E ndor s ing copy of  applicat ion t o t he defendant .A copy of the 
application and paper  book shall be served on each of the defendants  as  
soon as  they are filed, by the Regis trar  by Regis tered pos t. 
 
1 2 . F i l ing of  r eply and ot her  document s  by t he def endant .(1)  T he 
defendant may file two complete sets  containing the reply to the application 
along with documents  in a paper  book form with the regis try within one 
month of the service of the notice of the fil ing of the application on him. 
 
 (2) T he defendant shall also endor se one copy of the reply along 
with documents  as  mentioned in sub- rule (1) to the applicant. 
 
 (3) T he T r ibunal may, in its  discretion on application by the 
defendant, allow the fil ing of reply refer red to in sub- rule (1), after  the 
expiry of the per iod refer red to therein. 
 
 (4) I f the defendant fails  to file the reply under  sub- rule (1) or  on 
the date fixed for  hear ing of the application, the T r ibunal may proceed 
for thwith to pass  an order  on the application as  it thinks  fit. 
 
 (5) Where a defendant makes  an admis s ion of the full or  par t of the 
amount of debt due to a bank or  financial ins titution, the T r ibunal shall order  
such defendant to pay the amount, to the extent of the admis s ion, by the 
applicant within a per iod of one month from the date of such order  failing 



which the T r ibunal may is sue a cer tificate in accordance with S ection 19 of 
the Act to the extent of amount of debt due admitted by the defendant. 
 
 (6) T he T r ibunal may at any time for  sufficient reason order  that any 
par ticular  fact or  facts  shall be proved by affidavit, or  that the affidavit of 
any witnes s  shall be read at the hear ing, on such conditions  as  the T r ibunal 
thinks  reasonable:  
  
  Provided that after  fi l ing of the affidavits  by the respective 
par ties  where it appears  to the T r ibunal that either  the applicant or  the 
defendant des ires  the production of a witnes s  for  cros s  examination and that 
such witnes s  can be produced and it is  necessary to do so, the T r ibunal shall 
for  sufficient reasons  to be recorded, order  the witnes s  to be present for  
cros s  examination, and in the event of the witnes s  not appear ing for  cros s  
examination, then, the affidavit shall not be taken into evidence and fur ther  
that no oral evidence other  than that given in this  proviso will be permitted. 
 
 (7) I f the defendant denies  his  l iability to pay the claim made by the 
applicant, the T r ibunal may act upon the affidavit of the applicant who is  
acquainted with the facts  of the case or  who has  on ver ification of the record 
sworn the affidavit in respect of the contents  of application and the 
documents  as  evidence. 
 
 (8) Provis ions  contained in S ection 4 of the Banker ’s  Books  Evidence 
Act, 1891 (18 of 1891) shall apply to a cer tified copy of an entry in a 
banker ’s  book furnished along with the application filed under  sub-section 
(1) of S ection 19 by the applicant. 
 
1 3 . Dat e and place of  hear ing t o be not i f ied.T he T r ibunal shall notify 
the par ties  the date and place of hear ing of the application in such a manner  
as  the Pres iding Officer  may by general or  special order  direct. 
 
1 4 . Or der  t o be s igned and dat ed.(1)  Every order  of the T r ibunal 
shall be in wr iting and shall be s igned and dated by the Pres iding Officer  of 
the T r ibunal. 
 
 (2) T he order  shall be pronounced in open Cour t. 
 
1 5 . P ubl icat ion of  or der s .Any order s  of the T r ibunal as  are deemed fit 
for  publication in any author itative repor t or  the pres s  may be released for  
such publication on such, terms  and conditions  as  the T r ibunal may lay 
down. 
 



1 5 -A. P ubl icat ion of  names  of  t he Default er s .  T he T r ibunal may 
cause to notify the names  of the defaulter s  in the newspaper  or  otherwise 
after  the final order/recovery cer tificate has  been passed by the T r ibunal as  
it deem fit and proper . 
 
1 6 . Communicat ion of  or der s  t o par t ies .Every order  passed on an 
application shall be communicated to the applicant and to the defendant 
either  in per son or  by regis tered pos t free of cos t. 
 
1 7 . F ee for  ins pect ion of  r ecor ds  and obt aining copies  t her eof .(1)  
A fee of rupees  twenty for  every hour  or  par t thereof of inspection subject to 
a minimum of rupees  one hundred shall be charged for  inspecting the record 
of each pending application by par ty thereto. 
 
 (2) A fee of rupees  five for  a folio or  par t thereof involving typing 
and a fee of rupees  ten for  a folio or  par t thereof involving typing of 
s tatement and figures  shall be charged. 
 
1 8 . Or der s  and dir ect ions  in cer t ain cas es .T he T r ibunal may make 
such order s  to give such directions  as  may be necessary or  expedient to give 
effect to its  order s  or  to prevent abuse of its  process  or  to secure the ends  of 
j us tice. 
 
1 9 . W or king hour s  of  t he T r ibunal.Except on S aturdays , S undays  and 
other  public holidays , the offices  of the T r ibunal shall, subject to any order  
made by the Pres iding Officer , remain open daily from 10 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. 
but no work, unles s , of an urgent nature, shall be admitted after  4.30 p.m., 
on any working day. 
 
2 0 . S i t t ing hour s  of  t he T r ibunal.T he s itting hour s  of the T r ibunal 
(including a vacation Bench), shall ordinar ily be from 10.30 a.m. to 1.00 
p.m. and 2.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. subject to any order  made by Pres iding 
Officer . 
 
2 1 . H ol iday.Where the las t day for  doing any act falls  on a day where 
the office of the T r ibunal is  closed and by reason thereof the act cannot be 
done on that day, it may be done on the next day on which that office 
opens . 
 
2 2 . P ow er s  and funct ions  of  t he R egis t r ar .(1)  T he Regis trar  shall 
have the cus tody of the records  of the T r ibunal and shall exercise such other  
functions  as  are as s igned to him under  these Rules  or  by the Pres iding 
Officer  by a separate order  in wr iting. 
 



(2) T he official seal shall be kept in the cus tody of the Regis trar . 
 

(3) S ubject to any general or  special direction by the Pres iding 
Officer , the seal of the T r ibunal shall not be affixed to any order , 
summons  or  other  process  save under  the author ity in wr iting 
from the Regis trar . 

 
(4) T he seal of the T r ibunal shall not affixed to any cer tified copy 

is sued by the T r ibunal save under  the author ity in wr iting of the 
Regis trar . 

 
2 3 . Addit ional pow er s  and dut ies  of  R egis t r ar .I n addition to the 
powers  confer red elsewhere in these Rules , the Regis trar  shall have the 
following powers  and duties  subject to any general or  special order  of the 
Pres iding Officer , namely. 
 

( i) to receive all applications  and other  documents  including 
trans fer red applications ;  

 
( ii)  to decide all ques tions  ar is ing out of the scrutiny of the 

applications  before they are regis tered;  
 
(ii i)  to require any application presented to the T r ibunal to be 

amended in accordance with the Rules ;  
 
( iv) subject to the direction of the Pres iding Officer , to fix  date of 

hear ing of the application or  other  proceedings  and is sue notice 
thereof;  

 
(v) direct any formal amendment of records ;  
 
(vi) to order  grant of copies  of documents  to par ties  to proceedings ;  
 
(vii)  to grant leave to inspect other  records  of T r ibunal;  

 
(vii i)  dispose of all matter s  relating to the service of notices  or  other  

processes , applications  for  the is sue of fresh notices  or  for  
extending the time for  or  order ing a par ticular  method of service 
on a defendant including a subs tituted service by publication of 
the notice by way of adver tisements  in the newspapers ;  

 
( ix) to requis ition records  from the cus tody or  any Cour t or  other  

author ity. 
 



2 3 -A. F unct ions  of  As s is t ant  R egis t r ar .  T he As s is tant Regis trar  of the 
T r ibunal shall as s is t the Regis trar  in the work relating to the Regis try and 
Adminis tration of the T r ibunal and per form such other  functions  
as s igned/delegated to him by the Pres iding Officer . 
 
2 4 . S eal and emblem.T he official seal and emblem of the T r ibunal shall 
be such as  the Central Government may specify. 
 
 
 


